PRINCIPALS MESSAGE - CHALLENGING WEEK 
AT ARLETA 

Dear Arlela Families, 

This has been a challenging and sad week a! Arlela ss we struggle with Ihe knowledge that 

some ot our youngest community members have been involved in a situation involving drugs. 

How did this happen and how did the school respond? 

The Poland Police Bureau and Child Protective Services are investigating this A/leta staff 
followed district polities to ensure the safety of dl Students und contacted families directly 
impacted by the situation, Portland Police, Child Protective Services & FPS Central Office 
leadership 

Who was Ihe student and what has happened to them? 

Portland Public Schools under FfRPA law cannot reveal the names ^formation eboui or 
discipline action regarding any Portland Public School student, PPS guidelines regarding 
studanls and drugs are outlined in our Student Righls, R-eapcnsitHlilies, and Discipline! 
Handbook on page 28 Every famrly al Artels should have received this If you haven't please 
visit the office to pick one up of email the office and they will mall one to you. 

What will happen moving faiwaid? 

This is a complicated yet imoaclrU situation There <s cn ongoing investigation that Portland 
Police and Child Protective Services are handling. PPS policy dees nol allow ui In share 
details of discipline of any student We will each process thrs in different ways, but counselors 
end administration are available lo support you and your student as needed. Knowing when 
and how in talk Lo stude"its about drugs is complex Here arc seme resources that may help 
Talkin n to Kid?. About Dru ns or SrreakNcw 

I will be talking with teachers in IhE coming weeks about hew we are implementing Ihe slate 
required Health Standards an d how ibis incident highlights the [mportance of teaching health 
to students and especially Standard 4. Students will demonstrate the ability lo use 
inlcrperscn&l communication skills lo enhance health and avoid nr reduce hsaSlh risks 
If you need additional resources or support, please feel free to reach out to the school 

counselor or talk with Mary Kro oh. who coordinates substance use supports for the district. 

Please do not heailate lo contact me via email, phone call or testl if you have specific 
questions or want clarification regarding something that has been said or reported by the 
media, t believe with all of my heart that we will weather this, situation as a community We 
have amazing students, families and stuff arid together Wc arc stronger. 


Sincerely, Diana 





